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INTRODUCTION. 


F T: is a Matter of the greateſt Importance to 


know whether God is willing that all his 
Creatures ſhould be happy by becoming holy; 


If he is not, then none, without an immediate 


Revelation from God, can be ſure that he is wil- 
ling they ſhall be holy : And then they that en- 


deavour to be virtuous, do, for ought they know, 
thereby endeavour to act contrary to the Will of 
God: And what Encouragement then has any one 
to do Good? ſurely, I think, none at all. Now 
becauſe I find Mr. GIs Book does tend to 


perſuade Men that God is not willing that all 


\ ſhould be holy, and thereby very much to gor- 
rupt Mankind, I write theſe following Eines, 
that I may contribute ſomething towards break 
ing the Snare of the Devil. For what a Snare 
muſt it be to be taught, that every Man's 
future State of Happineſs or Miſery, was eter- 
nally fixed by God, without any Regard had to 
good or bad Actions? That is, good Works 

cannot forward, nor bad Works hinder Men's 


tue are intirely taken away. 


Salvation; and then the greateſt Motives to Vir- 


Acceptance with God, for the Sake of well- 


doing, was taught by God himſelf in the firſt | 


Age of the World, Gen. i. 7. Moſes and the 
Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, taught the 


ſame Doctrine; namely, that Acceptance with 


God was enly to be attain'd by obeying his Will : 
And though this Doctrine is plainly revealed al- 
molt in every Page of the Bible, yet ſome do 
urge a few Texts, which they would have us bee 


| lieve to be contrary to this plainly revealed Doc- 


trine, as 77t. iii. 5. not by Works of Riehteonſrels 
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© which we have done, but according to bis Mercy, 


ve ſaved us, 2 Tim. i. g. who bath ſaved us, and 
2 called 
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called tus, not according to our Works ; Eph. ii., 
9. by race ye are ſuved, through Faith, ans 
that not of your ſelves; it is the Gift of God, not 

of Forks, leaſt any Man ſhould boaſt. 
Firſt, Note, That theſe Texts ſpeak not of Ac- 
ceptance with God, but of being favour'd with 
the Light of the Goſpel. 5 : 
Secondly, Note, That tis very dangerous to 
confound two different Ideas together, as that of 
_ Conviction and Converſion are, to make no Dif— 
ference in the Bleſſings of the Light of the Goſ- 
pel, and the Improvement of theſe Bleſſings, 
juſt as if any ſhould ſay, becauſe they are in 
a Land of Light and Knowledge, therefore they 
muſt be accepted with God. So they who teach 
Men that theſe Texts which treat of being favour d 
with the Bleflings of the Light of the Goſpel, 
mean their being accepted with God, do teach 
falſe and pernicious Doctrine. And, I think, Mr. 
Gill, and his Maſter Calvin, and all who have 
received their Notions, have fallen into this un- 
happy error of taking thoſe Texts which ſpeak of 
Men's receiving Light without their ſecking after 
it, to mean, that they are converted and accepted 
without their ſeeking after it. From this ariſes 
their miſtaken Notion of irreſiſtible Grace, becauſe 
the Scripture ſometimes repreſents Men convinced 
of Errors without their ſeeking after it; therefore 
they will have it, that this Conviction is Conver- 
ſion: Thus, in reſpect to St, Paul, he was con⸗ 
vinced of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion 
without his ſeeking after it; but it was his Com- 


pliance with the revealed Will of God that was 
Converſion, and not the Revelation it ſelf. 
And, therefore, he ſays, I was not diſobedient { 
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HAT which the Rev. Mr. John 
Sz! Gill calls Truth in this Book, 
2 ought, I think, to be examined ra- 
SZ ther than defended. J ſhall there- 
fore, firſt, take a View of what he 
___ here calls Truth. 

Secondly. Show that, what he in this Book 


uus Truth ought rather to be examined than de- 
fended. „ 


Firſt, It may be proper to conſider what it is our 
Author here ſets up for Truth, viz. unconditio- 
nal Election and Reprobation, Men's Sins im- 
4 puted to Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs accounted 
"theirs, and their Union to Chriſt from Eternity. 
4 "intend to conſider theſe three Things in their 
er which I think are the chief Things 


dat by this Author. 


Tu 


1%] 
Firſt, Our Author ſets up unconditional Elec- 
tion and Reprobation for Truth, Pages 18 and 
19. He there freely owns, that the Will of God 
is the Cauſe of Reprobation, and not Sin, And 
to confirm this Opinion, he mentions the Inſtance 
of Angels. He will have it, that God rejected 
them before they had offended ; and ſays, They 
muſt be rejected as Creatures only, and not as 
ſinful Creatures, that is, they could no more pre. 
vent their Reprobation than their Creation; this 
he calls the Way of ſtating the Decrees of Elec- 
tion and Reprobation with reſpe&t to Men and 
Angels. Our Author's Meaning I take to be 
this: Some Men and Angels were by God ap- 
pointed to Damnation before they had done 
Good or Evil; or in other Words, that God 
made them on Purpoſe that they ſhould be both 
wicked and miſcrable. For he agrees with the 
Supralapſarians, Page 18. that it is not unju' 
for God to determine before the—Reprobate. 
were created ; when created, to leave them to 
their own Will, and deny them his Grace: So 
according to this Author, Men are unholy and 
unhappy, becaufe God will have it fo. Noy 
is it not a Reproach even to Men to ſay of them, 
that they are not willing that all ſhould be holy? 
How much more is it a Reproach to ſay this d 
God? Show me the Man that is not wil 
ling all ſhould be holy, and I will thereby prove - 
him to be unholy ; ſo if God did, according 
this Author, (Page 18.) will the Reprobatior * 
and Unholineſs of his Creatures and determine ® 
before they were created, to deny them hi 
Grace when created, then how can God be ho! 
himſelf if he wills the Unholineſs of his Cres 
tures 2 Will Mr, G., undertake to ſhew hoo 
an' 
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any Being can be ſaid to be holy who wills the 


4 


Uadbolinefs of others? I would appeal to your 
elf, Sir, are not you deſirous of the Holineſs 
and Happineſs of all? If fo, can you ſuppoſe, 


that the all-perfect God is deſtitute of that 
Good you find planted in your ſelf ? 


Again ; Do not all love their own Likeneſs? 


3 Will not a Holy God love to ſee his Creatures like 


himſelf? and conſequently this Author muſt be 


miſtaken, when he ſays God's Will, and not Sin, 


is the Cauſe of Reprobation, Page 18. Lſhould 


not ſo much wonder at our Author, if he did 
not own the Scripture to be the Word of God, 
as he does, Page 1. The Scripture affirms, that 


"the Lord defires net the Death of a Sinner, and 
1s not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 


ſhould come to Repentance ; and yet our Author, 
"notwithſtanding theſe 
have it, that the Wiil of God, and not Sin, 
the only 
Will is contrary to his Will. 
Author defends as Truth; 


plain Declarations, Wl 
and then his 
This is What our 
though, I think, it 


Cauſe of Reprobation ; 


ought rather to be examined than defended. For, 
if according to this Author, God's Will be con- 
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* 


trary to his Word, then none can underſtand his 


Will by his Word ; for, according to the Scrip- 


5 ture, has tender Mercies are cer ” af] his Works. 


But according to our Author, the Will of God, 
and not Sin, is the Cauſe of Reprobation ; that 
is, God's Will is worſe than Sin; is more the 


Cauſe of Creatures Miſery than Sin. This is 
y hat Mr. G4¼ is reſolved to defend as Truth, 
Pages 18, 19. 
According to the Scripture, God commands all 
1 Nen every Wyere to repent ; but, according to 
= --- our 
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our Author, God is not willing that all houd 
repent. rt 2 

According to the Scripture, Men ſhall be re- 
warded according to their Works , but, accord- 

- ing to our Author, Men are reprobated before they 
are born. 5 | 7 
According to the Scripture, @od is no Reſpefter 
of Perſons, Acts x. 34. But according to Mr, 
Gill, ſome Angels, and ſome Men, were made on 

Purpoſe to be damned, Pages 10, 19. 

According to the Scripture, God laments the 

' Miſery of the IWicked; but, according to our 

Author, he only is the Cauſe of all their Miſery: 
Suppoſe we heard a King lamenting the Miſery of 
ſome of his Subjects, and it ſhould be diſputed, _ 
why he does not relieve them ; whether becauſe 
he will not, or becauſe he cannot: This would 
be much like the Diſpute between me and our 
Author. But they muſt firſt queſtion the King's 

Sincerity before ſuch a Diſpute could ariſe ; ſo 
our Author muſt firſt queſtion God's Sincerity be- 
fore he can queſtion his Willingneſs to ſave them 
for whom he does lament. 5 

Farther, upon our Author's Principles, the 
Elect are made happy, without their firſt paſſing 
through a State of Trial ; which is the Caſe of 
irre ſiſtable Grace, it would put a Man altogether 
out of a State of Trial; for what Trial have ſuch 
who do Good and refrain Evil, becauſe they can- 
not help it? For if we compare Pages 11, 13, 55- 
we ſhall find he is for final Perſeverance, and ir- 

reſiſtable Grace. And, indeed, all who own per- 
ſonal Ele&ion and Reprobation from Eternity, 
muſt allow of irreſiſtable Grace, or elſe their No- 
tions could not hang together. Now, though we 
ſhould ſuppoſe God to have ſuch a Power, LI F 
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"nd he does not thus act: For it is faid, zhe 
hat ſcarcely ſaved, and yet cannot help being 


ſaved ? theſe cannot agree together. "Tis evident 


Ten many Texts of Scripture, that Men may put 


"themſelves out of the Reach of Mercy, 1/azah 
v. 4. hat could T have done more to my Vine- 
 gard, that I have not done unto it? and yet the 


Vineyard was not ſaved. All the Promiſes and 
Threatnings, Reproofs and Admonitions, do ſup- 
ſe, that Men may put themſelves out of the 
each of Mercy. Our Lord's lamenting over Je- 


ruſalem, is a certain Proof that they put them- 
ſelves, at that Time, out of the Reach of Mercy; 
and what then is become of our Author's Notions 
of unconditional Election and Reprobation ? 


Again; If Men may put themſelves out of the 
Reach of Mercy, as is plain from Scripture, then 
Men are free Agents; and ſo even God himſelf 
cannot work irreſiſtably on them, without doing 
Violence to their Agency, and ſo acting contrary 
to the Nature of Things, which the all- perfect 
Being cannot be ſuppoſed to do 


Our Author, Page 11, ſpeaking of God, ſays, 


He is not ſufficiently powerful, if, when he has 


taken up a Purpoſe concerning them, he is hin- 


dered by another, ſo that he obtains not what he 


willed. But don't Mr. G7// remember, that Da- 
vid's Sin diſpleaſed the Lord, 2 Sam. xi. 277 
Now if Sin is diſpleaſing to the Lord, as the 
Scripture affirms, then it's contrary to his Will; 
and fo Mr. G1// is miſtaken to think, that God's 
Will cannot be obſtructed. 

» Theſe are the two great Supports of our Au- 


thor's Doctrine, namely, 1 ſt, That God is not Wil- 


ling that all ſhould be Eoly and happy. 24%, That 
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none can act contrary to his Will. Theſe two 


Things I have a little conſidered, and have proved 
that it is contrary to Scripture and Reaſon, to 
ſuppoſe that God is not willing that all ſhould be 


bel and happy : And yet, that Sin is diſpleaſing 


to God, and contrary to his Will. 
I chall now ſhow, that both theſe forementioned 


Errors are the chief Supports of Mr. G7z//'s No- 


tions; theſe are the Things he ſets up for Truth, 


Pages 10, 11, 13, 19, 55. and many more. This | 


is what he is reſolved, if poſſible, to defend, ac- 


cording to the Title of his Book; and what| | 


Wonder, ſeeing theſe two Errors do ſupport and 
nouriſh all his other darling Errors. For how can 


he pretend to plead for unconditional Election and 


Reprobation, if he did not believe, that God wills 


all the Sin and Miſery which are found in the Crea- 


tion, and that none can reſiſt his Will, ſee Pages 


11.19. And Mr, Calvin, whom this Author calls 


to his Aſſiſtance, Page 49. in his Inſtitutions, 
Book III Chap. 33. Sect. 7. ſays, That God 


doth no otherwiſe ſee 'Things that ſhall come to. 


paſs, than becauſe he hath decreed that they ſhall | 


| fo come to paſs; and that all Things happen by 


Ordination or Commandment. This i is cited by 
Mr. Acton in his Truth without Diſeuiſe, firk 


Edition, Page 44 From whence he juſtly ob- 


terves, that by his Principle, he makes God's 


Decree the firſt and only Cauſe of all Things 


whatſoever come to paſs: And our Author 


is in the ſame Mind with Calvin, only with ſofter 
Expreſſions. It is from ſuppoling God not to be 


willing that all ſhould be holy and happy, and 
that none can reſiſt this his Will; that the perni- 
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cious Notion of irreſiſtable Grace, and ſo of una- 


voidable Sin; or in other Words, that there is no 
Ver- 
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Vertue or Vice in the World; but that all hap- 


pens by Ordination or Commandment, ſo Caloin 


and his Followers will have it, takes its Riſe. 


Again; God's accepting ſome without good 


Works, and his rejecting others without bad 
Works, is the natural Conſequence of the fore- 


mentioned Errors, than which nothing can more 


diſhonour God as well as overturn all true Reli- 


gion: For what Religion can there be, if they 


that do Good, and are accepted, are fo becauſe 


they cannot help it; and others are wicked, and 


miſerable, becauſe they never could prevent it? 


God's Will being the only Cauſe of Reprobation, 


Page 18. Can any Notions ſo much diſhonour 


| God, as theſe of our Author, and his Maſter Cal- 
din, and his Followers; for according to them, God 


Is not only the real Cauſe of all Sin, but torments 
great Numbers of his Creatures, for their doing 
as he himſelf did appoint them to do; and then 
laments their Miſery, though he himſelf alone was 


the Cauſe of it: Can any Thing diſhonour God 
ſo much as theſe Notions ? * 
Again; We ſhall (I believe) find it very diffi- 


cult to love God, and one another, if we enter- 
tain this Author's Notions: Can any love ſuch a 


Being, who for ought they know, is continually 
contriving their eternal Ruin 2 Muſt not this be 


the Caſe, if God's Will, and not Sin, is the only 


Cauſe of Reprobation, Page 18, For if fome 


are thus ſet a-part for eternal Ruin, without any 


Regard to their Actions, then who can ſay, that 


it is not their own Caſe ? And who then can love 


ſuch a God? 


If any ſhould object and ſay, that I have miſ- 
repreſented Mr. G. e 
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„ 
To ſuch I reply, I ſhould be glad if J were 
miſtaken herein; but I ſuppoſe neither Mr. Gi 
nor any of Calvin's Diſciples, can deny any Thing 
that I have affirmed. If he ſhould ſay, God i; 
willing that all ſhould be holy, then his Will is 
not the Cauſe of Reprobation, (which is to con- 
tradict himſelf, Page 18.) nor of final Perſeverance 
and irrefiſtable Grace, G. How can he then 
plead for unconditional Election and Reprobation? 
'The Confequence of which is, that the Lord i; 
not willing that all ſhould be holy; for if he 
were, he would then ele& none but on Condition 
of their Obedience; and conſequently none can 


- he reprobated without their being wilfully wicked: 


There can therefore be no Truth in our Author' 
Notion of ſome Angels and Men being reprobatec 
as Creatures only, before they had done Good © 
Evil, and not as ſinful Creatures, Page 19. 
1 defire, farther, our Author, in the Fear v 
God, to anſwer theſe following plain Queries. 
Firſt, What Good can he ever expect to do bj 
his Preaching, unleſs to get Money. For if Me 
were thus reprobated from Eternity, can he then 
by all his Pains, fave one Soul, from that eterns 
Miſcry which God, before they were born, de 
ſigzn'd them for? And if he can do them no Goo 
by his Preaching, is it then honeſt to recciv: 
Money for it? „ 35 
Secondiy, Of what Uſe can the Foly Scriptun 
be, if his Notions are true? In 2 Tim. iii. 16 
it's ſaid, That all Scripture is profitable fi 
Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtrit © 
tion in Righteouſneſs, &c. But what Good c 
all this do to ſuch as are unconditionally an. 
eternally reprobated 2 1 
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Thirdly, Chriſtians are often commanded to 
deny themſelves ; but how can any deny them- 
ſelves, if none can act, either Good or Evil, con- 


trary to the Will of God? 


Fourthly, How can any be either commended, 


or condemned, if none can act contrary to the 


Will of God ? 
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Mr. Gui's QUE RIES on Rom: IX. 


carefully examined. 


HIS Author thinks, Rom. ix. 11, 12, 13, 


I 21. to be a Support to his Notion of un 
conditional Election and Reprobation, Page 9: 
But if theſe Texts are impartially examined, I be- 
-lieve we ſhall find him to be greatly miſtaken. 
Fer. 11. For the Children being not yet born, | 
neither having done any Good or Ecil, that the 

Pur poſe of God according to Election might ſtand, 


not of Works, but of him that calletb, Ver. 12. 


it was ſaid unto. her, the elder ſhall ferve the 


younger. Here is not a Word of God's electing 


the younger, or reprobating the elder, before they 
Were born; but it was ſaid to her, before they 


were born, the elder ſhall ſerve the younger. 
Can any unprejudic'd Perfon think with our Au- 


ln. os 


thor, Page 9. that God's chuſing ſome, and leav- 
ing others, conſider'd as unfallen, as having done 
neither Good nor Evil, does beſt agree with the 
Account the Apoſtle gives of the Election of 7a- 
cob, and Rejection of Eſauꝰ 1 obſerve; it is not 
ſäaid, the one ſhall be ſav d, and the other damned; 
nor that one was choſen, and the other — 
4 be- 


— 


( 14 ) 
before they were born : And yet he thinks that this, 
though not expreſs'd, beſt agrees with the Apoſtles 
Account in this Text; that is, when the Apoſtle 
ſaid e Elder all ſer ve the Younger - Mr. Gill 
would perſuade us, that the Meaning is, the Elder 
ſhall be damned, and the Younger ſaved ; and 
| becauſe this was declared to their Mother before 
they were born, therefore he thinks God loved 

Jacob, and hated Eſau, before they were born. 
Tis evident from Gen. xxv. 23. that the Nations 
of Jacob and Eſau, and not their Perſons, were 
hereby intended, 8. And the Lord ſaid unto 
her, Two Nations are in thy Tomb, and te 
Manner of People ſhall be ſeparated from thy 
Povel; and the one People ſhall be ſtronger than 
the other People, and the Elder fhail ſerve ih 
| Yimeer. Can any conſiderate Man ſee the leaſt 
\eaſon from this Text to believe God choſe ſome 
and left others from Eternity, conſider'd as unfaller, 

and as having done neither Good nor Evil 2 And 
yet this is the Text St. Paul is here diſputing 
about : and his adding, that the Purpoſe of God, 
according to Hlection, might ſtamd, not of Works, 
hut of ham that calleth, cannot ſupport our Au- 
thor's Errors; for God chnſes or eletts the godly 
Man for himſelf, Pſalm iv. 3. And tbe IVicked to 
the Day of Defiruftion ; they ſhall be brought © 
forth to the Day of Mrath, Job xxi. 30. Ihis 

being God's unchangeable Purpoſe, is a manifeſt | 
Proof of our Author's Miſtake in this Matter; 
for if God chuſes the godiy, and refuſes the 
wicked, it this his Purpoſe concerning Election 
and Reprobation ſhall ftand ; then God did not 
make any on Purpoſe to damn them; and ſo this 
Author is miſtaxen, Page 9. 7 1 


Again; | 


A 
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Again; It is ſaid, not of Works, but of him 


| t bat calleth ; this ſuppoſes that God calls Men 
from Sin, and conſequently, that they have Power 
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, Cites Mal. i. 1, 2, 3 
pliſhment of what was faid to Rebekah, Gen. 


Prophet Alalachi ſpeaks of tlic 


to leave Sin, or elſe God only mocks his Crea- 
tures when he calls them ; for what Good is it to 


call, either thoſe who cannot come, or ſuch as 


cannot help coming? which mult unavoidably be 

the Caſe of all Mankind; if Mr. @//s Doctrine 
of eternal, unconditional Election and Reproba- 
tion be true, I cannot ſee any Good it can do to 


call them, whom God eternally reſolved ſhould. 
never come, What can any one ſee in this Text 
to ſupport Mr. G//'s Notions ? | believe good 
Works do not merit God's Favour, and ſo it 1s not. 


of Mors, but of God's &vodneſs, that our ſincere 


Obedience is accepted, and rewarded with «ternal 
Life by him; does this at all prove that God from 
Eternity choſe ſome and reprobated others, with- 
out having any Regard to their good or bad Ac- 

tions? This Text then, in no Reſpect, favours 


Mr. G1//'s Notion. 


But, perhaps, Mr. GA will ſay, Yer. the 


13th, is more to his Purpoſe, becauſe it is 
there ſaid, Jacob haze I loved, and Eſau 


have I hated. Some, for want of Conlide- 


ration, have thought, that St. Paul meant, 
that the one was loved, and the other hated, be- 


fore they were born; Mr. Gill appears to be one 


of theſe inconſiderate Perſons, as Page 9. com- 
pared with Page 19. Whereas the Apoſtle only 
3. to thow the exact Accoin- 


XX. 23. before they were born; not that the 
elder Son ſhould ſerve the younger, but the elder 
Nation ſhould ſerve the younger Nation; and the _ 
I'cople of Jacob 


and 
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and Eſau, and not of their Perſons ; when he 
ſays, Jacob have-T loved, and Eſau have ] hated 
it and laid his Mountains. and Heritage waſte, fo 
the Dragons of the Wilderneſs, which was not 
| done till many Generations after Zacob and Eſa 
3H were both dead: The more theſe Texts are exa. 
' mined, the more Mr. Gas Errors appear. 
Wir But Mr. Gi// thinks, Ver. 21. does more eſpe. 
Fl cially agree with the Scheme of God's chuſing 
ſome and leaving others, conſider'd as unfallen; 
and as having done neither Good nor Evil; be 
cauſe St. Paul there ſays, bath not the Poti 
Power over the Clay, to make of the ſame Lum) 
one Veſſel to honour, and another to diſhonour. 

I would ask Mr. G theſe Queſtions : 4 
7: Firſt, Would not that Potter be juſtly brande | 
With Folly and Madneſs, who makes Veſſels o 
Purpoſe to deſtroy them? 

Secondly, 1s,not that Man juſtly to be called 
}laſphemer, who ſays God's Actions are like 
the Actions of a Fool and a Madman? 
| Thirdly, Can you clear your ſelf from tt: 
dreadful Charge of being a Blaſphemer. 
Fourth, Is it not more for the Honour of G 
and the Potter, to make Veſlels well than t 
marr "em... 1 f 
I deſire Mr. Gill to read with Care Pere! + 
xvili. I, 3, 4, 5- Where this Matter is thus e 
plained ; as the Veſſel was marred in the Hands 
the Potter, and he was able to make it into anoth 
Form, ſo God can alter the happy Situation of 
Nation, whenever it ſhould do Evil in the Sight 
the Lord, and obey not his Voice, Verſe 9. 
Prophet here indeed gives us a very different! 
terpretation from what this Author gives“ 
Pape 9. God by the Prophet compares him 
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Fo a Potter, Jer. xviii. The Apoſtle alfo makes 


ed, the ſame Compariſon, Rom. ix. But I believe 
E it will be difficult for Mr. G % to find any 


Potter thus acting with his Clay, as Le imagines 
Mod to act towards his Creatures, Don't "Mr. 
Gill form in his own Brain ſuch a Potter as 
cannot be found upon Earth, and then fancies 
4 that God does act like ſuch an one? "Tis well 


ß known, that the Potter loves to make all his Veſ- 
* . good, and to mar none; but ſo don't God, 


g f Mr. Gillis Notions are true, and how then 
N can the Reaſoning of the Prophet, or of the 
* Apoftle, bs ſupported ? . the Potter uſes 
his utmoſt Endeavours to make all his Veſlels 
TY good, God alſo acts thus with his Creatures, 
4 e{aiah v. 4. But according to Mr. G//, God 
from Eternity, reprobated great Numbers of 
04 his Creatures, Page 19. Sure he could not learn 
% this from the Bible, but from ſome corrupt Au- 
"thor? Now as the Potter will not make diſho- 
.  Frourable Veſſele, if he can as eaſily make them 
* Bhonourable, fo I underſtand the Apoſtle's Mean- 
ng to be this; the Potter has Power, if his Veſ- 
2 is are marr'd in his Hands, to make them dicho- 


Fa nourable inſtead of honourable Veſſels; fo if 
rel . den will not be obe dient to God, he can make 
0 . miſcrable; this agrees with Ver. xXvili. 4, 5, 
as N . eſſel that be made of Clay, 15 marr d 
thats ? Hand of the Potter, ſo he made it again 
6 giro her Feſſel as ſeemed good 70 the Potter to 
» Wl £71:.0ke it, Ver. 6. O Hiuſe of Iſrael, cannot I ao 


Ta 705 ns this Potter; faith the Lerd. Be- 
Vald as the Clay is in the Potter's Hand, fo are 
pe in bene Hand, O Houſe of Iſrael; When God 
a 4 #mifes to ao Gord 0 a People: Ae explained 
in the following Verſes thus; If that People 
1 18 19 


HELD 


become wicked, he would repent of the G 
wWherewith he ſaid he would benefit them, Ver: 


9, 10. That is, as I take it, if all proper Mean 


would not make them good Veſſels, then (306 


would do as the Potter did, turn and make Ell 


another Sort of Veſlel-, that is miſerable inſtead 


of happy. The Apoſtle, I think, muſt be under. 


ſtood as having had the ſame Thing i in View, ot 
elſe J don't fee how he could be in fach Heavineſs 


about theſe his Brethren and Kinſmen according | 


to the Ficſh, Fer. 2, 3. Theſe were the Veſſel s 
of Diſhonour here ſp oken of: Can we ſuppoſe 

St. Paul would be in Heavineſs for 'em, if he 
knew that they were thereunto appointed by God, 
from Eternity 2 This would be to ſay, the Apo- ö 
ſtle's Will was contrary to the Will of God, 
which is very unbecoming an Apoſtle; and there. 
fore I conclude, that they became Veſſels of Dif 
honour by their own wilful Stubbornneſs : and ir 


Conſequence, I think that Mr. Gill is greatly 


be blam'd, to lay the Cauſe of Men's Damnation 
on God, the belt of Beings. This muſt be the 
Caſe, if God's Will, and not Sin, is the Cauk 


of Reprobation, Pages 18, 19. Then the Apo- 


ſtle's Micaning muit | > this. Ihe Potter has Power 
to make bad Veſſels as well as good ones, and 
God has Power to make Men wicked and mls: 


ble, as well as holy and happy, is ſuch a Speech 


as this, either for the Honour of God or the Pot- 
ter? Unleſs he farther adds, that though they 
have Power thus to do, yet they have {> much 
Wildom and Goodneſs, that they will not fo act. 
And that is the ſame as to fay they cannot do it. 
God and Men have more Power than is proper to uſe 
at all Times. Power is that, which every good 
Being will ſudject to Wiſdom and Goodneſs, it | 

1 may 


Juſtice will reſtrain this his Power. 
Being to have more Power than Wiſdom to make 


to deſtroy 
Himſelf. For does not his Opinion make God 
tyrannical ? And is it not worſe to compare God 


a e 
may be proper to ſay, a good Man cannot do 
this or that Thing, though he has ſufficient Power 
to do the ſame, even as Foſeph ſaid, Hoc can T do 


27, & c. Gen. xxxix. 9. Though it is evident he 


ad Power to do it; but his Wiſdom and Faith- 


fulneſs prevented the ill Uſe of his Power, So 
though the Potter can make bad Veſſels, yet his 
Prudence will conſtrain him to make em as good 
as he can. And though God have Power enough, 


© reprobate Mr. Gi] and others without juſt 
Eauſe, that is, before they were born; yet his 
For any 


good Uſe of, is exceeding hurtful ro himſelf, and 
nis Dependents. If the Potter have more Power 


than Wiſdom, he only hurts himſelf and Family: 


When he acts the Part of a Madman with his 


Veſlels, and fooliſhly deſtroys the Work of his 


own Hands; his Veſlels receive no real Damage 
thereby. But if God have, according to Mr. 


E/!, reprobated great Numbers of his Creatures 


from Eternity, without having any Regard to 
their Works; then, indeed, theſe miſerable re- 


..  Probated Creatures have juſt Cauſe to complain: 
Is it not intinitely worſe, to make a ſenſible Crea- 
tyre miſerable without a juſt Cauſe, than it is to 


marr a Potter's Veſſel without a Cauſe ? Thus 


you ſee that Mr. Gd has endeavour'd to prove 
God to be infinitely worſe than the mad Potter. 
Now for Mr. (ri to affirm, that God is intinitcly 


good, is to act the Part of a mad Potter; that is, 
his own Works, by contradictins 


to a Tyrant, than to compare him to an Image of 


1 y — >. » . 
2PÞ 00d or Stone ? Yea, is it not better to ſay there 
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is no God, than to rob him of his glorious Per- 
fections. Again, 
| According to Mr. Gill, the laſt Sentence mult 
be thus: Depart from me ye curſed, for neither 1 
ur my Father was ecer willing you ſhould be 
ſaved; yur Sin is not the Camſe of jour being re. 
Gefted, hut my Father Will is the only Cauſe o 
jour Reprebation and Damnation, Pages 9, 10, 
Ml 11, 13, 14, 18, 19. Und; indeed, why ſhould 
l my Father be aliizved to have Power to dle. 
ft o/ ou, the Fork of bis Hands, eren as a Pet. 
7er can deſtroy his Veſſels ? Tea my Father bas. 
| ict; ehh more Power than a Potier, for he can, 
fia you miferable; but a Potter is not able to 
wake bis Fefjels unhappy. Would ſuch a Sen- 
tence as this ſtop the Mouth of a Reprobate : 
ill 1 t Mr. Gl then ſay (if he is a Reprobatc) 
Lord, why deeft thou laugh at my Calamity, an- 
week now iy Fear 1s come, Prov. i. 26. Lecii, 
ron cf not willing I. ſhould be hoy and Bap 
and nome can ad chutrary ; ro Hh, thy Will, muſe 1 
thy poor Creature be mock'd, ſeorned, aud laughs 
at op thee my Creator, ich is my , 1 
cole ince Ihame dine as thou ſrom Eternity didſ. 
677 PPrrat 7 10 an? | | 
ſudg. Depart from me then ci, ſed of my Fa- 
{ber ; tor ſhall the Thing formed fay to him that 
formed it , 2243 hafs thor made me thus, Rom, ix. 20. 
Gi, © my Lord and Judge , thy Prophet 
:lared that thou docſt not dene kt in the Death 
him that dicth. 
Judge. ] indeed dont delight! in the Damnation c 
af any ultimately; it is my own Honour that 1; 
the prirci;al Thing J aim at in your eternal Dani- | 
nation; to manifeſt my great Power, to ſhow that 
| can deſtroy the Works of my mine own Hands, 
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Sil. O my Lord, if I muſt thus fi ffer to glo- 
5 thee, ſhall J ſhare in the Honour that is con» 
ferr'd on thy Martyrs who have ſuffered to glori 1 
fy thee, as I find 1 inall do: 


0 # Judge, Depart from me thorn curſed, for 1 / 
A hunered, thirſty, naked, ſick, and in Priſon, 
and thou miniftered(! not unto me, Mat. xxv. 42, 43. 


ill. Have not 1 done as 1 was cternally a 


pointed to do? If thou hadlt been willing that I 
- ſhould have done otherwiſe than what 1 have 
donc, wounldſt thou then have denied me thy 
| Grace (Page 18.) if 1 could not be happy with- 
: Out thy ſaving Grace? which ſince thou waſt not 
'6blig d, nor willing to give me; was not this my 
Damnation inavoidable, 


Thus 'tis evident, that God cannot judge the 
World, according to Mr. G“ s Notion, Rem. iii. 


6 | take it for granted, therefore, that Election 
and Reprobation 'from Eternity, will not be men- 


tioned at the Day of Judgment; this is the Belief 


of many of the Calviniſts themſelves, becauſe 


they cannot ſee how eternal Election and Repro- 


pbation can agree with Creatures being call d to 
Account at all. "is proper, therefore. to conii- 
ger the Day of Judgment with the Suppoſition, 
; Fat Men fall ail be judged according to their 


'orks, as the Scripture affirms, and not accord- 


| ing to eternal Election and Reprobation. 
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A DIALOGUE between C HRIST and i 
the SIN NER of Calviniſtical . Pxin- © 
CIPLE , at the Day / Judgment. hy 


ol. EPART from me ye that wor: 
Iniquity, Mat. vii. 23. Ly 
Caloinift Sinner. Lord thy Miniſters inform'd ©: 
me that nothing, no not Sin it ſelf, could ſepa- 
rate between thee and thine Elect, from Rom. viii. 
38. And that the Reprobates are always at 
| an eternal Diſtance from thee, and that all Men 
aare either Ele& or Reprobates from Eternity, 
Pages 11, 55. And how then can any, in 2 
proper Senſe, be ſaid to depart from thee ? Gs 
Chriſt. They who teach Men, that Sin cannot 
ſeparate between me and the Elect, are not my 
Miniſters, I ſent them not, they teach Men not to 
fear Sin, for that which cannot ſeparate between 
me and them, cannot hurt them; theſe are the 
Shepherds that feed themſelves and ſtarve the 
Sheep, your Blood will I require at their Hands, 
Ezek. xxxiii. 8. Nevertheleſs the Wicked ſhall * 
die for his iniquity. Ye had the Scripture for 
your Guide, there it was declared, that if the © 
righteous Man {that 1s, the godly, the elect) 
turn away from his Righteouſneſs, and commit- 
teth Iniquity, his Righteouſneſs that he hath 
Aone ſhall not be mentioned : In his T. Treſpaſs aud 
in bis Sin he ſhall die, Chap. xviii. 24. And 
St. Pat don't fay, that Sin ſhall not be able = 1 
+ | 


y | 
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L | ſeparate them from the Love of God; but that 
netter Death, nor Life, nor A neels, &c. nor 
any other Creature: Sin is not a Creature, and 
therefore not expreſſed nor intended by St. Paul 
in Nom. viii. 30. Yea he ſays, 1 Cor. ix. 29. J 
|” keep under my Body, and bring it into Subjeftion; 
lieaſt by any Means when J preach to others, I 
I. my ſelf ſhould be a Caſt-away or Reprobate. 
Hie thought it poſſible for himſelf to become a 
1 Caſt-away, notwithſtanding he ſays he was 
, © choſen 18 the Foundation of the World, 
* Fph. i. Therefore all they are without Ex- 
olle W Lo affirm. that St. Paul taught Men, that 
Sin cannot ſeparate them from the Love of God. 
E 7 Sinner. Lord I have been taught, that the Re- 
t probates are denied thy Grace, Page 9. And 
iS is it then poſſible that they can be ſaved ? 
12 Ci. I have told you, that God will give 


3 mi I 

t 2 "ou But ws tell us, that none are fit to 

y © bs for the Spirit, till the Spirit of Grace and 

o Supplication is firſt poured out upon them, which 

n tnaey fay is poured out on none but the Elect 

e 1 Chriſt. Does not thine own Conſcience bear 
| thee witneſs, that thou haſt had ſufficient Abilities 

beſtow'd on thee, to enable thee to pray to God 

b r his Grace. 

or Sinner, 1 confeſs I have oftentimes had large 

Experience of God's Grace inclining me to Virtur ; 

3 End therefore, 1 concluded, | was ſurely one of 


4 lame, that none but he Elec ever had N80 
1 race beſtow d on em, and that ſuch could not 


Chriſt. 


; Sheep” S Clothing, but inwardly they are raven 
Maolres; ve ſhall know them by their Fruits 
Now any Man may ſte, that the natural Fruit 
of theſe Men's Docrine are Sloth. and Idleneſ 
all manner of Wickedneſs without ReſiraintÞ 
For who will ever deny themſelves, and tak 
up their Croſs and follow Chriſt, through all mar 
ner of Hardfhips ; if they believe they ſhall ba; 
as well acceptce of God without it. Which 6 
is the Caſc, if eternal anche, Election 3 
trac, | 5 
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Cpriſti. Theſe Men indeed did ſpeak in my jp 
"Kane, but 1 ſent them not; I forewarn'd you of : 
all ſuch falſe Teachers, Mar. vii. 15, 16. 2: 
ware of falſe Pr opbets, which come t0 pou a 
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